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African elephant population 

2015   415,428 ± 20,111 
 

2006   508, 325 ± 36,563 
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IUCN African elephant status report 2016 



Convention on International Trade in 
Endagered Species, 1973 
 

Loxodonta africana added to Appendix I in 1989 
 
Exemptions for: 

 Populations in certain countries 
 “One-off” sales 
 Hunting trophies 
 Ivory acquired prior to Loxodonta africana being      
    included in CITES (26 February 1976) 

 

International treaties 



European Law 

European law: 
EC Regulations 338/97 and 865/06 

Intra-EU trade is authorised for: 
 
Loxodonta africana ivory items imported into the EU before 
the species was listed in Appendix I of CITES:  
18th January 1990 (certificate required) 
 
Items which were significantly altered from their natural or raw 
state prior to 3rd March 1947 (no certificate required) 



European Law 

European law: 
EC Regulations 338/97 and 865/06 

“Re-export” from EU is authorised for: 
 
Loxodonta africana ivory items acquired before the species 
was listed in Appendix I of CITES: 18th January 1990 
(certificate required) 



UK domestic Law 

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Regulations 1997 

Exemptions transposed from EC law: 
 
Loxodonta africana ivory items acquired before18th January 
1990 
 
Items which were significantly altered from their natural or 
raw state prior to 3rd March 1947 
 
Trade in raw ivory banned 
 



Ivory trading within and from the EU 

Quantity of ivory being ‘re-exported’ to East Asia increasing 
 
Raw ivory: 
Export of Loxodonta africana tusks increased >600% 
between 2012 and 2016 (to over 600 units pa) 
 
Worked ivory: 
Increased to 10,000 items in 2015 
Highest level in 2012 ~600 kg 
2015 ~200kg 
 
Intra-EU trade 
“Several tonnes” mostly raw ivory 
 EUROPEAN COMMISSION NOTICE, GUIDANCE DOCUMENT (2017/C 154/06)  

 



Ivory trading from the UK 

The UK is the world’s largest exporter of legal worked ivory  

Environmental Investigation Agency / CITES data 
 



Radiocarbon and ivory 
 

Hua et al. (2013) Radiocarbon 55, 2059 
 



Radiocarbon and ivory 

Ten ‘antiques’ 
bought in the UK 
in 2016 by KEO Films 
for a BBC TV 
programme. 
 
Of the samples with 
pre-1947 dates, two 
were re-worked 
post-1947 and thus 
illegal. 
 
Matt Kennedy 
KEO Films 
BBC One 
	

1947 



Changing UK Law 

In September 2016 UK government announced that it 
would ban sale of worked ivory produced after 
3rd March 1947 
 
UK media reported that this meant that no antique could 
be sold unless accompanied by a certificate of age… 
 
…Radiocarbon dating. 



CITES COP17 October 2016 

COP 17 accepted a non-binding resolution to phase out domestic ivory markets 

COP 17 recommends that “all Parties and non-Parties in whose 
jurisdiction there is a legal domestic market for ivory that is contributing 
to poaching or illegal trade, take all necessary legislative, regulatory and 
enforcement measures to close their domestic markets for commercial 
trade in raw and worked ivory as a matter of urgency” 
 
COP 17 recognises that "narrow exemptions to this closure for some 
items may be warranted; any exemptions should not contribute to 
poaching or illegal trade"  
 



EC recommendations after COP17 

Raw ivory: 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION NOTICE, GUIDANCE DOCUMENT (2017/C 154/06)  
 

In short: try not to issue permits for the re-export of raw ivory 



EC recommendations after COP17 

Worked ivory: 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION NOTICE, GUIDANCE DOCUMENT (2017/C 154/06)  
 

In short: only issue permits if there is evidence to demonstrate legal 
     acquisition 

One of the recommended forms of evidence is radiocarbon dating  



Changing EU law: EC consultation 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-consultation-ivory-trade-eu_en 

Campaigning organisation AVAAZ are currently sampling and dating 100 ivory 
items sold as antiques to determine extent of illegal trading within EU. 



Changing UK Law 

On 6 October 2017 UK government announced that it 
would ban the sale of all ivory! 
 
12 week consultation from 
6 October to 29 December 2017 
 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/international/banning-uk-
sales-of-ivory/ 
 
But note: 
Neither 2016 ban or 2017 ban have yet been put to 
legislature 



Ivory and the radiocarbon community 

EU and UK law is likely to change 
 
UK may end up with total ban, but may also allow trade of 
pre-1947 worked ivory 
 
EU consultation in place 
May end up with exceptions for worked ivory pre-1947 
requiring “evidence to demonstrate legal acquisition” 
including radiocarbon analysis. 
 
Does the radiocarbon community want to be 
involved in ivory authentication? 


