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PREFACE

For the year under report, there are a number of focal areas that reflect 
the state of global politics and the associated challenges for Switzer-
land. The spotlight has been on Swiss OSCE Chairmanship-in-Office 
and the success of Didier Burkhalter’s international crisis diplomacy 
as well as on the problem of “Foreign Fighters” and the ongoing con-
flicts in the Middle East as they relate to the so-called “war against 
terrorism”. With a view to the instability in global politics, there were 
numerous opportunities for analysis, debate, and proposing solutions. 
The first ETH workshop, for instance, dealt with Switzerland’s neigh-
borly relations with the EU as well as relations between Switzerland 
and Russia. A second workshop resulted in thought-provoking ideas 
on military doctrine and discussed whether armed forces in the 21st 
century should maintain the entire spectrum of military capabilities or 
concentrate on niche specializations.

Our publications, too, are geared towards fostering a better under-
standing of current challenges in security policy. Thus, our annual 
analysis of global events, “Strategic Trends 2014”, covered the increas-
ingly anti-Western policies of Russia under President Vladimir Putin, 
the strategic challenges facing the EU in North Africa, the “Tali-
banization” of global resistance movements, the increasing hurdles 
for strategic access to air and marine spaces, and the parameters of 
US foreign policy under President Barack Obama. One observation 
is present throughout all chapters: The role of the West is about to 
change dramatically.

Two other voluminous annual publications, the study “Sicherheit 
2014” and the “Bulletin on Swiss Security Policy”, covered current 
events relating to Swiss foreign and security policy and provided infor-
mation on security policy developments in Switzerland. For instance, 
the study “Sicherheit 2014” found that many respondents believe the 
armed forces will gain increasing importance, especially in areas such 
as terrorism prevention, defending against cyber-attacks, and disas-
ter response at home and abroad. In an interview with the “Bulletin”, 
the head of the Swiss armed forces, Lieutenant General Andre Blatt-
mann, discussed the further development of the army, offering added 
informational value to the results of the study “Sicherheit 2014”.

The CSS has been engaged in knowledge transfer in a number of 
study courses and further training offerings, including a broad range 
of theoretical and practical courses. For the first time, it organized a 
course on “Religion and Mediation” that aims to deepen understand-
ing and awareness of how religion and politics interact in violent po-
litical conflicts. The course was conceived and presented by the CSS 
Mediation Support Project in collaboration with the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), the Finnish Foreign Min-
istry, the Network of Religious and Traditional Peacemakers, and the 
Center for International Peace Operations in Germany.

The continuous expansion and improvement of products and services 
as well as the determined efforts of the International Relations and 
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Security Network (ISN) team have resulted in a very favorable re-
sult for the past year. The multimedia database was expanded to over 
75’000 entries, while page views reached a record high of 8’871’547. 
The ISN relies on an international network of 249 partners in over 50 
countries.

Prof. Dr. Andreas Wenger
Director, Center for Security Studies (CSS)
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1	 RESEARCH

At the heart of the CSS research activities are key questions of secu-
rity and strategic studies. The Center’s research work follows a broad, 
interdisciplinary approach and clusters in six areas.

Risk and Resilience

The CSS analyzes new risks and current threats to state and society. 
It examines the interplay between threat perceptions and countermea-
sures with a focus on political mechanisms and processes, and seeks to 
explain why groups, states, and/or societies focus on certain types of 
risks, and with what effects.

Security Institutions

The CSS explores why and how security institutions have changed 
over time. It studies different concepts of world order and examines 
patterns of cooperation between various security actors, including 
states, the UN, the EU, and the NATO, as well as global and regional 
security communities.

Strategy and Doctrine

The CSS explores core aspects of the revolution in military affairs 
and examines the impact of military transformation processes on poli-
tics, strategy, and doctrine. It looks at the changing nature of peace 
operations.

Regional Studies

The CSS investigates the foreign and security policy context of a 
number of regions, notably Europe, the Middle East, the Great Lakes 
Region of Africa, Russia, the Caucasus, Central Asia, and the Asia-
Pacific. Its research focuses on dynamics driving conflicts and coop-
eration within these contexts, as well as developing theoretical and 
conceptual approaches for analytically investigating, and comparing, 
regions.

State Failure and State Building

The CSS looks at the causes and consequences of state failure. It ana-
lyzes new strategies of conflict prevention and examines peace- and 
state-building processes. The CSS has a special focus on mediation 
and facilitation processes.

Swiss Foreign, Security, and Defense Policy

The CSS analyzes Swiss foreign, security, and defense policy from 
both a current and a historical perspective. The Center’s special focus 
is on the doctrinal processes, strategic crisis management, and aspects 
of human security.

Research Activities 2014
In 2014, the research activities of the CSS 
were organized in 53 research projects. 

Publications in 2014
Journal contributions: 71
Monographs and contributions to 
monographs: 18
Edited volumes: 39
Other publications: 180
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1.1  CSS STUDIES IN SECURITY AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The “CSS Studies in Security and International Relations” series deals 
primarily with historical and current issues in security policy. Based 
on an expanded concept of security, the series constitutes a forum for 
innovative research. The authors include academic researchers at the 
CSS as well as academics from associated partner institutes.

Aglaya Snetkov 
Russia’s Security Policy under Putin:  
A Critical Perspective 
London and New York: Routledge, December 2014 

This book examines the evolution of Russia’s security policy under 
Putin in the 21st century, using a critical security studies approach. 
Drawing on critical approaches to security the book investigates the 
interrelationship between the internal-external nexus and the politics 
of (in-) security and regime-building in Putin’s Russia. In so doing, it 
evaluates the way that this evolving relationship between state iden-
tities and security discourses framed the construction of individual 
security policies, and how, in turn, individual issues can impact on the 
meta-discourses of state and security agendas. To this end, the (de-) 
securitization discourses and practices towards the issue of Chechnya 
are examined as a case study. In so doing, this study has wider im-
plications for how we read Russia as a security actor through an ap-
proach that emphasizes the importance of taking into account its se-
curity culture, the interconnection between internal/external security 
priorities and the dramatic changes that have taken place in Russia’s 
conceptions of itself, national and security priorities and conceptu-
alization of key security issues, in this case Chechnya. These aspects 
of Russia’s security agenda remain somewhat of a neglected area of 
research, but, as argued in this book, offer structuring and framing 
implications for how we understand Russia’s position towards security 
issues, and perhaps those of rising powers more broadly.

Other publications in this series:

Thierry Tardy, Marco Wyss 
Peacekeeping in Africa:  
The Evolving Security Architecture 
February 2014

Ursula Jasper 
The Politics of Nuclear Non-Proliferation:  
A Pragmatist Framework for Analysis 
October 2013

Stephen Aris, Andreas Wenger 
Regional Organizations and Security: 
Conceptions and Practices 
October 2013



6

Patrick Müller 
EU Foreign Policymaking and the Middle East Conflict:  
The Europeanization of National Foreign Policy 
October 2011

Victor Mauer, Daniel Möckli 
European-American Relations and the Middle East: 
From Suez to Iraq 
October 2010

Robert W. Orttung, Jeronim Perovic, Andreas Wenger 
Russian Energy Power and Foreign Relations: 
Implications for Conflict and Cooperation 
February 2009

Vojtech Mastny, Christian Nünlist, Andreas Wenger 
Origins of the European Security System: 
The Helsinki Process Revisited, 1965 – 75 
April 2008

Myriam Dunn Cavelty 
Cyber-Security and Threat Politics: 
US Efforts to Secure the Information Age 
November 2007

Myriam Dunn, Kristian Søby Kristensen 
Securing «the Homeland»: 
Critical Infrastructure, Risk and (In)Security 
October 2007

Cornelius Friesendorf 
US Foreign Policy and the War on Drugs: 
Displacing the Cocaine and Heroin Industry 
February 2007

Anna Locher, Christian Nünlist, Andreas Wenger 
Transforming NATO in the Cold War: 
Challenges beyond Deterrence in the 1960s 
October 2006

Sven S. Holtsmark, Vojtech Mastny, Andreas Wenger 
War Plans and Alliances in the Cold War: 
Threat Perceptions in the East and West 
August 2006
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1.2 SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

In 2014, the members of the Center for Security Studies (CSS) pro-
duced a number of academic publications.

Jonas Hagmann 
(In-)Security and the Production of International Relations:  
The Politics of Securitisation in Europe  
London and New York: Routledge, December 2014

The foreign policies of state actors are largely aligned with global threat 
pictures. But there is not always a consensus on the configuration of 
current threats. Indeed, different actors in one country may strongly 
disagree as to the interpretation of individual threats, with repercus-
sions on the foreign-policy stance of a state. For depending on how 
threats are perceived – as global, regional, or local hazards; as existen-
tial threats or as problems of secondary importance; as being caused 
by other states, by private actors, or by the society of one’s own state 
–, diverse conceptions of international policymaking are advanced and 
implemented. This volume investigates such interpretational dynam-
ics in Europe. Examining the cases of Switzerland, (Western) Ger-
many, and France, it traces how national threats have been described 
and debated by local elites since the Second World War. In this way, 
the book shows how seemingly universal threat designations such as 
“terrorism”, “climate change”, or “migration” are imbued with varying 
connotations depending on place and time, and how such differences 
play a key role in determining state behavior. 

Myriam Dunn Cavelty 
Cybersecurity in Switzerland 
Cham, Dordrecht, Heidelberg, London, New York: Springer 2014

Cybersecurity has become a focal area of international security policy. 
At the same time, it is a difficult and complex field of study: It in-
volves complex technical, political, and legal questions; frequently, it 
encompasses an entire spectrum of diverse technologies, legal enti-
ties, political concepts, and responsibilities. Such diversity results in a 
multiplicity of national approaches. In order to foster a sound inter-
national dialog, it is imperative to understand not only national per-
spectives and strategies, but also the guiding concepts and interests 
that underpin the official statements. This book offers the reader an 
incisive insight into the development of cybersecurity in Switzerland 
over the years. It focuses on the main ideas and concepts, institutional 
guidelines, core strategic publications, and the processes that gave rise 
to these documents.
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Bianca Sarbu 
Ownership and Control of Oil: Explaining Policy Choices across 
Producing Countries 
London and New York: Routledge, December 2014

Ownership and Control of Oil examines government decisions about 
how much control to exert over the petroleum industry, focusing on 
the role of National Oil Companies in the production of crude oil 
since the nationalizations in the 1970s. What are the motives for 
which some producing states opt for less and NOT more control of 
their oil production sector? When can International Oil Companies 
enter the upstream industry of producing states and under what con-
ditions? The diversity of policy choices across producers provides the 
stage for this investigation: different theoretical explanations are con-
fronted, with the empirical evidence, with the aim of finally proposing 
an interdisciplinary framework of analysis to explain who controls oil 
production around the world. This book is intended for both special-
ists and general readers who have an interest in the issue of govern-
ment control of the petroleum industry. Due to its multidisciplinary 
approach, the book is aimed at a large academic public composed of 
scholars of Political Science, International Political Economy, Com-
parative Politics, and Middle East Area Studies. Moreover, this book 
should be relevant to international consultants, industry professionals 
and decision-makers in countries assessing their experience with ex-
isting control structures as well as the many countries in the process of 
joining the ‘petroleum club’ of oil producing nations.
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1.3  SELECTED CONFERENCES

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) presents numerous academic 
contributions to national and international events while at the same 
time organizing several academic conferences of its own.

Energiesicherheit im offenen Markt (Energy Security in an Open 
Market) 
Zurich, 16 October 2014

As in the previous year, the CSS together with Avenir Suisse hosted 
a public event in 2014 on matter relating to Swiss energy security. 
Once more, the debate centered on electricity including the effects 
of developments in the gas market on the security of electricity sup-
ply. The panel discussion was devoted to the question of whether an 
EU domestic market structured according to the principle of “cross-
border market – national energy policy” can function properly at all. 
In particular, considering the diverse interests and policies of member 
states, the question is whether the market can still offer sufficient in-
centives for investment in power plants and transmission networks.

The audience displayed a lively interest in the remarks of the two 
speakers, Dr. Konstantin Staschus, secretary-general at the Europe-
an network of transmission system operators ENTSO-E, and Prof. 
Justus Haucap, director of the Düsseldorf Institute for Competition 
Economics. Due to the strong interest, their presentations and the 
subsequent roundtable discussion with Dr. Urs Meister of Avenir 
Suisse and moderator Prof. Andreas Wenger were relocated from 
the Semper Aula to a larger auditorium. The event was attended by 
numerous representatives of the Swiss energy sector, many of whom 
took part in the discussion.

The speakers emphasized the huge efficiency increases to be gained 
from stronger European integration and market coupling. However, 
they noted that these efficiency gains can’t always be fully exploit-
ed due to renationalization tendencies and the lagging expansion of 
transmission grids. This development, they said, would negatively af-
fect energy security in Europe and implied further national mecha-
nisms, referring to the debate on capacity mechanisms. However, they 
did not believe such mechanisms were required for creating incentives 
to build new plants; instead, the electricity markets should become 
more Europeanized. The same applied to the policy of fostering re-
newable energy, according to the speakers. On the other hand, they 
assessed the risks relating to natural gas as being quite low, as the EU 
had learned from past mistakes and was already improving its pre-
cautionary measures. It was emphasized that Switzerland, due to the 
small size of its domestic market, ultimately relies on the decisions of 
its neighbors and can only react to these.

The evening event was followed the next morning by a brief seminar 
with speakers and actors from the energy sector and academia. It was 
an opportunity for in-depth discussion of select questions.

Academic Lectures 2014
In 2014, CSS staff members gave a total 
of 63 lectures to academic audiences.
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The Making of a Nuclear Order: Negotiating the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty 
Ittingen, 1 – 2 March 2014

This two-day conference was carried out in cooperation with the Nu-
clear Proliferation International History Project (NPIHP), an inter-
national research consortium financed by the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York.

The purpose of this event was to make an original contribution of his-
torical research on the genesis of the global non-proliferation regime. 
The presentations of the 35 participants mainly dealt with new archi-
val research on the negotiation of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in a global context. In doing so, they went 
beyond the already available knowledge regarding the direct negotia-
tions between the superpowers. The insights gained at this conference 
will be published in an edited volume for the benefit of the research 
community.
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2	 EDUCATION

The CSS lectures are a core part of the study programs taught at the 
Department of Humanities, Social and Political Sciences (D-GESS) 
at ETH Zurich and the Center for Comparative and International 
Studies (CIS) at ETH Zurich and the University of Zurich. They 
cover all security policy-related topics taught at ETH Zurich.

2.1  BACHELOR ETH IN PUBLIC POLICY

The six-semester BA course in Public Policy is targeted at prospective 
career officers. It consists of social, political, and humanities subjects 
as well as military science, in line with the requirements of modern 
Armed Forces. The course is conducted jointly by the Department of 
Humanities, Social and Political Sciences (D-GESS) at ETH Zurich 
and the Military Academy at ETH Zurich. 

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) taught the following courses 
in 2014:

Lectures:

•	 Schweizer Aussen- und Sicherheitspolitik seit 1945  
(spring semester 2014)

•	 Weltpolitik seit 1945: Geschichte der Internationalen  
Beziehungen (fall semester 2014)

•	 Aktuelle sicherheitspolitische Fragen (fall semester 2014)

Seminars: 

•	 Seminar I: US-Sicherheitspolitik unter Obama  
(spring semester 2014)

•	 Seminar II: US-Sicherheitspolitik unter Obama  
(fall semester 2014)

Colloquium:

•	 Bachelor colloquium (fall semester 2014)

www.berufsoffizier.ethz.ch

Professor Andreas Wenger received the 
Golden Owl 2014 award for especially 
active lecturers.

www.berufsoffizier.ethz.ch
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2.2  DIPLOMA OF ADVANCED STUDIES ETH 
IN MILITARY SCIENCES

The two-semester Diploma of Advanced Studies ETH in Military 
Sciences is targeted at prospective career officers who already have a 
university degree. As a rule, participation is reserved for Swiss citizens, 
though representatives of friendly armed forces may also be admitted. 
This continuing education program is accredited at the ETH Center 
for Continuing Education. It encompasses studies in select areas of mil-
itary science complemented by security policy and didactics. The course 
is conducted jointly by the Department of Humanities, Social and Po-
litical Sciences (D-GESS) at ETH Zurich and the Military Academy 
at ETH Zurich.

No courses were taught in 2014; however, the completion of the first 
program cycle, running from the fall semester of 2012 to spring 2013 
as well as the subsequent 17 weeks of military studies at the Military 
Academy, was celebrated in a graduation ceremony. All 13 candidates 
successfully completed the course and received their diplomas as ca-
reer officers on 21 February 2014. Speeches were held by CSS Direc-
tor Andreas Wenger, who is also the ETH delegate for the program, 
and Urs Hürlimann, health director in the government of Canton Zug 
and former head of military security at the defense ministry. The event 
was moderated by the MILAK director, Brigadier General Daniel 
Moccand.

2.3  MASTER OF ARTS IN COMPARATIVE 
AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (MACIS)

The three-semester MACIS is a research-oriented graduate program 
of the Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS). The 
MACIS curriculum combines comparative and international Political 
Science as a way of teaching students about the complex interrela-
tionships between national, international, and transnational political 
processes. The course devotes particular attention to methods, theory, 
and research-oriented work. As such, the MACIS should also be seen 
as a preparatory step to a doctorate. Around 20 of the national and 
international applicants are selected each year.

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) taught the following courses 
in 2014:

Seminars:

•	 The Concept of Risk in International Relations and Security 
(spring semester 2014)

•	 Contemporary Security Studies (fall semester 2014)

•	 Political Violence (fall semester 2014))

www.cis.ethz.ch/education/ 
MACISnew.html

www.cis.ethz.ch/education/MACISnew.html
www.cis.ethz.ch/education/MACISnew.html
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2.4 PHD PROGRAM OF THE CENTER FOR 
COMPARATIVE AND INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES (CIS)

The PhD program of the Center for Comparative and International 
Studies (CIS) offers a research degree with emphasis on the writ-
ing of a doctoral dissertation. Students attend courses in their field 
of specialization and fulfill coursework requirements in a tailor-made 
fashion to complement their previous education.

In 2014, the Center for Security Studies (CSS) supervised the follow-
ing doctoral dissertations:

Corinne Bara 
Recurring Patterns in the Onset and Diffusion of Violent Civil 
Conflict

Jan Bouschen 
The Changing Meaning(s) of Health in Securitizing Vital Systems

Christoph Elhardt 
The Role of Trust in European Monetary Cooperation

Liviu Horovitz 
Guns for Butter: The Political Economy of US Security Expansion

Mark Daniel Jaeger 
Coercion, Risk, and Danger: The Construction of Sanctions  
and Securitization of International Conflict (concluded in  
January 2014)

Christoph Kaufmann 
Success and Failure in the Development of C2 Systems in Neutral 
European States

Marco Martini 
A Negotiation Perspective on the Use of Threats in International 
Trade Disputes

Wilhelm Mirow 
Strategic Culture, Securitization and the Use of Force after 11 
September 2001: Comparing the Security Policies and Practices 
of Liberal Democracies at Home and Abroad (concluded in June 
2014)

Sascha Langenbach 
Maritime Disputes and the Political Economy of Offshore Oil 
and Gas Investments

www.cis.ethz.ch/education/PhDCIS.html

www.cis.ethz.ch/education/PhDCIS.html
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2.5  MASTER OF ADVANCED STUDIES 
IN SECURITY POLICY AND CRISIS 
MANAGEMENT (MAS ETH SPCM)

The MAS ETH SPCM is the result of a joint initiative of the Chair 
in International and Swiss Security Policy at ETH Zurich and the 
Armed Forces College. The program is carried out in close coopera-
tion with ETH Zurich and the Military Academy at ETH Zurich 
(MILAK). The MAS ETH SPCM is aimed at civilian and military 
executives from the public and private sectors with demonstrated lead-
ership experience and broad academic skills. The 18-month part-time 
program offers an ambitious education in strategic decisionmaking, 
with a particular focus on strengthening leadership qualities in han-
dling current and potential security risks as well as crisis situations. 
Additionally, the MAS ETH SPCM aims to heighten awareness of 
complex and novel security risks and to demonstrate the impact of 
these risks on governmental, economic, and social processes.

The program is offered in close cooperation with academic, public, 
and private corporate partners and as part of a close academic training 
partnership with the following institutions:

•	 Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS), ETH 
Zurich and University of Zurich

•	 Department of Management, Technology, and Economics (D-
MTEC), ETH Zurich

•	 S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Techno-
logical University, Singapore

•	 Brent Scowcroft Center on International Security, The Atlantic 
Council, Washington D.C.

•	 Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National Security and Resource 
Strategy, National Defense University, Washington D.C.

Formal public and corporate training partnerships are in place with 
the following institutions:

•	 Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport 
(DDPS)

•	 Military Academy at ETH Zurich (MILAK)

•	 Corporate Security and Business Continuity, Deutsche Bank AG

About 60 executives from ten countries graduated from the first 
four MAS ETH SPCM courses, including over a dozen brigadier 
generals, a major general and members of top management. MAS 
ETH SPCM alumni participate regularly in program-related activi-
ties and continue to be engaged with the program as Forum partici-
pants, lecturers and advisors. Many have frequent and regular public 
appearances.

www.spcm.ethz.ch

www.spcm.ethz.ch
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Among the alumni of the first four courses are high-ranking officers 
in the Swiss and Austrian armed forces, diplomats, attaches, security 
policy consultants, politicians, and executive board members of in-
dustrial and service companies. So far, executives from more than 20 
public and private enterprises have benefited from the MAS ETH 
SPCM, which is one of its kind in the world. Among them are enter-
prises at the federal, cantonal, and ministerial level; companies in the 
financial, defense, security, and arms industries; manufacturing com-
panies; and consultancy companies, lobbyists, and law firms.

MAS Seminar 2013 – 2015

The fifth and final course, which began in 2013, undertook four course 
blocks of three weeks each in the reported period for 2014. Partici-
pants took a management course to gain better insights into strategic 
business decisionmaking processes and methods. Case studies based 
on visits to well-known technology companies considerably enriched 
the coursework. As part of a course block on new risks, the partici-
pants spent one week studying at Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore. The course block on strategy and security policy included 
a two-week sojourn in Washington, D.C., where the participants had 
the opportunity to meet over 70 lecturers at think-tanks and in gov-
ernment agencies, making for an intensive, but rewarding program. 
For the final block of practical coursework during the reported year, 
dealing with security operations and resources, half of the coursework 
was carried out in London with the involvement of notable lecturers 
and institutions. During the past calendar year, the course participants 
had the opportunity to meet three Swiss ambassadors for fireside talks 
in Singapore, Washington, D.C., and London. The overall quite in-
tense year of studies concluded with individual preparatory meetings 
for the final thesis work in 2015.
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3	 THINK	TANK

The think tank activities of the Center for Security Studies (CSS) are 
based on the Center’s academic expertise in the area of security and 
strategic studies. The Center for Security Studies (CSS) provides its 
analyses and recommendations to politicians, public administrations, 
other research centers involved in policy consultancy, and the general 
public.

3.1  PUBLICATIONS ON SWISS FOREIGN 
AND SECURITY POLICY

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) maintains several publication 
series on Swiss foreign and security policy; these series are intended 
for expert audiences as well as for interested parties in the general 
public.

Christian Nünlist und Oliver Thränert (eds.) 
Bulletin 2014 zur schweizerischen Sicherheitspolitik 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

The annual “Bulletin on Swiss Security Policy” (“Bulletin zur sch-
weizerischen Sicherheitspolitik”) provides information on develop-
ments in Swiss security policy as a contribution to public debate on 
security policy. It offers contributions and interviews on current issues 
in Swiss foreign and security policy and presents selected projects of 
the Center for Security Studies (CSS).

Russia’s annexation of Crimea and the civil war in eastern Ukraine 
were the dominant issues of 2014 and also had effects on Swiss for-
eign and security policy. As the holder of the OSCE Chairmanship-
in-Office, Switzerland was directly involved diplomatically in the 
crisis management of the biggest geopolitical conflict since the end 
of the Cold War. Christian Nünlist’s contribution argues that it was 
extremely fortuitous for Switzerland to have its OSCE chairmanship 
coincide with the 2014 Ukraine crisis. President Burkhalter used the 
full range of instruments at the organization’s disposal to sustain a 
dialog between the parties to the conflict and facilitate de-escalating 
steps. However, for Switzerland as a small neutral country, Russia’s de-
cision to reject the Euro-Atlantic security architecture and flaunt fun-
damental principles of international law could not be more ominous.

The Ukraine crisis also had knock-on effects on what was originally 
conceived as one of the key areas of the Swiss chairmanship – foster-
ing dialog and building confidence in the festering conflicts of the 
Southern Caucasus. At the beginning of August 2014, Nagorno-
Karabakh experienced the worst violence in over 20 years. Swiss dip-
lomats had to admit resignedly that there was no political determina-
tion among the conflict parties to de-escalate tensions incrementally. 

Public Outreach
Presentations delivered to non-academic 
audiences: 84 
Media contributions: 148
Meetings and workshops with 
representatives of politics, public 
administration, and academia: 126

BULLETIN 2014
ZUR SCHWEIZERISCHEN SICHERHEITSPOLITIK

Herausgeber: Christian Nünlist und Oliver Thränert
Serienherausgeber: Andreas Wenger
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich

ETH Zurich
CSS
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Nevertheless, as Cécile Druey and Anna Hess argue in this volume, 
Swiss diplomatic engagement remains at a high level in this region.

In the summer of 2013, revelations by Edward Snowden concern-
ing clandestine surveillance by the US intelligence service NSA set 
off waves of indignation in Western Europe, especially in Germany, 
over the illegal actions of a transatlantic partner. One year later, the 
book chapter by Michael Herzog and Tim Prior examines the under-
reported question of how the “Snowden watershed” has influenced 
the debate in Switzerland over the pros and cons of “Big Data” in a 
security policy context.

Another chapter is dedicated to an interesting trend in international 
peace support that has so far been completely ignored in Swiss de-
bates: The role of police officers (as opposed to soldiers) in interna-
tional peace support missions. While Switzerland, as Matthias Bieri 
points out, has only few police officers available for international de-
ployments, this niche contribution certainly justifies what we regard 
as a pioneering, substantial academic contribution to this question.

The interview features the head of the Swiss armed forces, Lieutenant 
General Andre Blattmann, giving a detailed account of the changes 
planned as part of the army reform “Weiterentwicklung der Armee” 
(Further Development of the Army, WEA). For the Swiss armed 
forces, he argues, it is extremely important to be able to react swiftly in 
modern conflicts. He therefore does not understand those who would 
criticize the reintroduction of mobilization as part of the WEA. Based 
on Russia’s annexation of Crimea, which was accomplished by means 
of hybrid warfare, the head of the army determines that protection of 
critical infrastructures in Switzerland should also be part of the army’s 
tasks under the traditional mission of national territorial defense. As-
sertion of force in urban areas using tanks is a more realistic scenario 
for Blattmann than “a tank battle in the Lauche Valley or elsewhere”.

The Bulletin on Swiss Security Policy 2014 features the following lead 
articles (in German only):

Matthias Bieri  
Freund und Helfer aus der Ferne: Schweizer Polizisten in 
Friedenseinsätzen

Christian Nünlist 
Testfall Ukraine-Krise: Das Konfliktmanagement der OSZE 
unter Schweizer Vorsitz

Cécile Druey, Anna Hess 
Das Engagement der Schweiz im Südkaukasus: Friedensförder-
ung während des OSZE-Vorsitzes und darüber hinaus

Michel Herzog, Tim Prior 
Big Data in der Schweizer Sicherheitspolitik: Eine Zwischenbi-
lanz ein Jahr nach Snowden

Public Outreach
At a SIK-S hearing on the WEA in Berne, 
Andreas Wenger discussed “Security 
policy assessments: changes since 2010”.

Public Outreach
At the KKPKS security conference in 
Berne, Andreas Wenger gave a lecture 
on “Security developments: the business 
perspective”.
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«Verteidigung und Unterstützung ziviler Behörden sind kein 
Widerspruch» – Interview mit CdA André Blattmann zur Weit-
erentwicklung der Armee

Livio Pigoni 
Foreign Fighters: Tickende Zeitbomben im Radar westlicher 
Entscheidungsträger

Stephen Aris, Aglaya Snetkov 
RAD und CAD: Analysen zu Russland und zum Kaukasus

Tibor Szvircsev Tresch, Andreas Wenger, Julie Craviolini, Esther 
Vogler-Bisig, Elvira Krämer und Sabrina Pfister 
Sicherheit 2014: Aussen-, Sicherheits- und Verteidigungspoli-
tische Meinungsbildung im Trend 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, and Military 
Academy at ETH Zurich (MILAK), 2014

The annual study “Sicherheit”, a joint publication by the CSS and the 
Military Academy at ETH Zurich (MILAK), evaluates long-term 
trends and tendencies in public opinion on foreign, security, and de-
fense policy issues in Switzerland. It is based on representative surveys 
conducted every year. The study is published in German containing 
summaries in German, French, Italian, and English.

The 2014 edition of the study is based on a representative survey of 
1’200 Swiss citizens of voting age, conducted in January 2014. Swiss 
citizens continue to feel and are quite optimistic regarding the future 
of Switzerland. This high perception of security corresponds with an 
overall low level of threat perception. Public support for convergence 
with, or even accession to, institutions such as the EU and NATO is 
lower than it has been for many years. During the past year, there have 
been stronger demands for autonomy in economic, political, and de-
fense matters. This attitude of national introspection in foreign affairs 
matters is also reflected in the views of Swiss voters on Switzerland’s 
neutrality. The population nearly unanimously supports the notion of 
neutrality. Moreover, in the past year, the Swiss population has re-
vealed markedly more positive attitudes towards the military.

In this year’s report, there has been special emphasis on threat percep-
tion, neutrality, and the future significance of certain military missions.

Hrsg.: Tibor Szvircsev Tresch und Andreas Wenger

Center for Security Studies, ETH Zürich  
und Militärakademie an der ETH Zürich

Tibor Szvircsev Tresch, Andreas Wenger, Julie Craviolini,  
Esther Vogler-Bisig, Elvira Krämer, Sabrina Pfister

Aussen-, Sicherheits- und 
Verteidigungspolitische Meinungsbildung im Trend

Sicherheit 2014
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3.2  CSS ANALYSES IN SECURITY POLICY

The policy brief series “CSS Analyses in Security Policy” offers a fo-
cused discussion of current developments and events in international 
security. The briefs are published in three languages: The English ver-
sions are geared at an international audience, the German and French 
versions often look more closely at what the respective security issues 
mean for Switzerland. In doing so, they reflect an institutional view-
point of the CSS.

International expert circles frequently discuss the English versions of 
“CSS Analyses in Security Policy”. The policy briefs also enjoy a great 
deal of attention among Swiss foreign and security policy experts – 
among political decision-makers, the public administration, and ac-
ademia. “CSS Analyses in Security Policy” is issued monthly as an 
e-publication and available for free subscription. At the end of 2014, 
the publication had around 6296 subscribers (English: 4127; German: 
1655; French: 514). The issues published during the reported year 
were downloaded 84’913 times, more than twice as many downloads 
as during the same period in the previous year.

A total of 20 briefs were published in 2014:

No. 166:  The Neo-Caliphate of the “Islamic State”

No. 165:  The US Campaign against the “Islamic State”

No. 164:  Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems: Future Challenges

No. 163:  Internet Governance: Time for an Update?

No. 162:  The Challenge and Tragedy of Irregular Migration to Europe

No. 161:  NATO after Wales: Dealing with Russia – Next Steps

No. 160:  Separatism in the EU

No. 159:  The EU’s Policy to Secure Gas Supplies

No. 158:  Egypt One Year after Morsi’s Ouster

No. 157:  Indonesia: Challenges for the New Government

No. 156:  China in the Indian Ocean: Part of a Larger PLAN

No. 155:  Japan’s Military Rebirth

No. 154:  The Bundeswehr in 2014: Between Kabul and Crimea

No. 153:  Testing Times for Saudi Arabia

No. 152:  Russia’s Military Reform: Progress and Hurdles

No. 151:  Dual Use: Dealing with Uranium Enrichment

No. 150:  Kosovo between Stagnation and Transformation

No. 149:  More Responsibility? German Foreign Policy in 2014

No. 148:  Interreligious Tension in South and Southeast Asia

No. 147:  The Sino-Swiss Free Trade Agreement

Subscribe to “CSS Analyses”  
Subscriptions to “CSS Analyses” can be 
submitted at www.css.ethz.ch/publica-
tions/CSS_Analysis_EN.

www.css.ethz.ch/publications/CSS_Analysis_EN
www.css.ethz.ch/publications/CSS_Analysis_EN
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3.3  STRATEGIC TRENDS

The “Strategic Trends” series offers a concise analysis of major de-
velopments in world affairs, with a primary focus on international 
security. The annual volumes provide succinct interpretations of key 
trends and contain numerous graphics. “Strategic Trends” is published 
in English. The CSS complements this publication with the annual 
meeting “Weltpolitische Lage: Herausforderungen für die Schweiz”.

“Strategic Trends 2014” deals with Russia’s increasingly anti-Western 
policies under President Vladimir Putin, strategic challenges to the 
EU in North Africa, the “Talibanization” of global resistance move-
ments, the increasing obstacles to air and maritime spaces, and the 
parameters of US foreign policy under President Barack Obama. One 
observation is repeated throughout these chapters: Significant chang-
es are expected for the role of the West. Though this transformation 
may be temporary, its consequences are manifold. Therefore, aspects 
of this predicted shift in the geopolitical balance are discussed in ev-
ery chapter of “Strategic Trends 2014”. This shift is distinct from the 
well-understood development of up-and-coming nations, especially 
in Asia, and is considerably more complex, as it leads to a displace-
ment of Western influence on regions, markets, and politics in those 
parts of the world.

For the first time, this publication has also been published as an e-
book, which has been downloaded 13’620 times since it was published 
at the end of March 2014. “Strategic Trends 2014” contains the fol-
lowing articles:

Jonas Grätz 
Russia as a challenger of the West

Lisa Watanabe 
Sinking in shifting sands: the EU in North Africa

Prem Mahadevan 
The ‘talibanization’ of insurgency

Michael Haas 
Mounting challenges to geostrategic access

Martin Zapfe 
People decide, parameters shape: US foreign policy  
under Barack Obama

ETH Zurich
CSS

STRATEGIC        
TRENDS 2014
Key Developments in Global Affairs

Center for Security Studies
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3.4  CSS POLICY PERSPECTIVES

“CSS Policy Perspectives” present the assessments of CSS experts 
and internationally renowned guest authors on current security issues. 
They are generated on an event-driven basis, with the objective of 
translating the academic excellence of the CSS into policy-relevant 
analyses and recommendations. 

Policy Perspectives are directed towards an international audience and 
are therefore published in English. At the end of 2014, there were 
around 863 subscribers.

Five “CSS Policy Perspectives” were published in 2014:

Nr. 8: How to Use Climate Finance 

Nr. 7: Putin’s Patriotic Pivot

Nr. 6: War Risks in Asia – Deciphering 1914

Nr. 5: #NigeriaOnTheEdge

Nr. 4: After Ukraine: Enhancing Europe’s Gas Security

3.5 RUSSIAN ANALYTICAL DIGEST (RAD) / 
CAUCASUS ANALYTICAL DIGEST (CAD)

The “Russian Analytical Digest (RAD)” analyzes recent events, trends 
and developments within contemporary Russian politics, economics 
and business, foreign policy, security, and society. Each issue contains 
original academic and policy relevant research articles by authors from 
across the globe as well as topical statistical data, graphics, and opin-
ion polls. It is published in cooperation with the Research Center for 
East European Studies at the University of Bremen, the Institute for 
European, Russian and Eurasian Studies at George Washington Uni-
versity, the History Department at the University of Zurich, and the 
Resource Security Institute (RSI). It is also supported by the German 
Association for East European Studies (DGO).

The “Caucasus Analytical Digest (CAD)” analyzes the political, eco-
nomic, and social situation in the three South Caucasus states of Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, and assesses the implications for the 
regional and wider international context. The series is published in 
cooperation with the Research Center for East European Studies at 
the University of Bremen, the Institute for European, Russian and 
Eurasian Studies at George Washington University, the Resource Se-
curity Institute, and the Caucasus Research Center (CRC). The CAD 
is supported by the Academic Swiss Caucasus Net (ASCN), an initia-
tive of the Gerbert Rüf foundation in cooperation with the University 
of Fribourg, Switzerland. 

The RAD and the CAD are both published in English and hosted 
on their own webpage on the CSS website, from where their full 

www.css.ethz.ch/policyperspectives

 Is Vladimir Putin’s Russia now an uncooperative and dan-
gerous pariah state – and what if anything is at the heart 

of his new vision for Russia? Putin’s return to the Kremlin 
in 2012 triggered debates about the foreign and security 
agendas that his third presidential administration would 
follow. Would Putin 3.0 see a return to the early years in 
which he called for building a strong Russia with a central-
ized state, an embrace of the modernization agenda put 
forward by Medvedev (2008 – 2012), or would he pick up 
where he had left in the final years of his second term by 
following a more bellicose and anti-Western securitisation 
agenda? Recent events in Ukraine and Crimea appear to 
signal that the Putin regime has settled on the latter course 
rather than the former. Indeed, the 
Ukraine crisis and Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea in March 2014 have simultane-
ously served to boost and crystalize the 
regime’s new patriotic program and undo 
much of the good-will won among its 
foreign partners during the Sochi Olym-
pic Games. Damage to Russia’s interna-
tional image has been further exacerbated 
by the recent shooting down of Malay-
sian flight MH17 over eastern Ukraine. 
Unmindful of the criticism its polices 
have attracted, the Putin regime has also 
moved to implement a greater securitisa-
tion program on the domestic front in or-
der to silence its critics under the banner 
of patriotism. This more bellicose foreign 
security policy, coupled with an increas-
ingly anti-Western patriotic security 
agenda has put Russia at odds with many 
of its regional and international partners, 
continues to undermine the regime’s stat-
ed aim to re-invigorate Russia’s current 

flagging economic situation and could perhaps also under-
mine its ambitions of creating a Eurasian Union. 

An uncertain return
Upon his return to the presidency in 2012, Putin – for the 
first time since the late 1990s – appeared to lack a coherent 
ideological program. There was a shift from an emphasis on 
modernisation towards stability, and a return to “aggressive 
nationalism and Anti-Americanism”,1 but the overriding 
impression was that the regime’s political project was inco-
herent, splintered and ad-hoc. Whilst Putin continued 
Medvedev’s efforts to attract more capital investment from 
the West and promote economic deals with the US and 

ETH Zurich
CSS

Putin’s Patriotic Pivot 
Recent events in Ukraine have crystallised the Putin  
regime’s move towards a more patriotic and bellicose  
national agenda, once again making Russia a difficult  
partner for the West.

By Aglaya Snetkov

Key Points

	 Despite	its	initial	uncertainty,	the	Putin	regime	has	now	settled	upon	
a	much	more	assertive	nationalist	regional	and	foreign	policy	
trajectory.	

	 The	annexation	of	Crimea	has	signalled	a	major	revision	in	Russia’s	
regional	policy,	and	has	substantially	undermined	its	long-standing	
commitment	to	non-interventionism	in	international	affairs.	

	 The	impact	of	Ukraine	has	not	only	been	on	its	foreign	policy	but	
also	on	Russia’s	domestic	sphere,	as	Putin’s	regime	has	launched	a	
major	re-securitisation	of	its	internal	space.

	 The	Putin	regime	has	been	unable	to	resolve	the	tensions	between	
Russia’s	ambitions	of	becoming	a	more	powerful	international	actor	
and	its	ongoing	economic	slowdown.	The	Ukrainian	crisis	has	
brought	these	contradictions	into	a	sharper	focus.

Policy Perspectives
Vol. 2/4, July 2014

RAD and CAD subscriptions 
Both publication series are available for 
free subscription at www.css.ethz.ch/ 
publications/RAD_EN and www.css.ethz. 
ch/publications/CAD_EN.

www.css.ethz.ch/policyperspectives
http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/RAD_EN
http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/RAD_EN
www.css.ethz.ch/publications/CAD_EN
www.css.ethz.ch/publications/CAD_EN
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back-catalogue can be accessed. Both publication series are available 
for free subscription. They had about 7,500 and over 2,500 subscribers, 
respectively at the end of 2014.

In 2014, 19 RAD issues were published: 

Nr. 160:  The Russian Economy

Nr. 159:  Migration

Nr. 158:  Russian Foreign Policy and the Ukraine Crisis

Nr. 157:  Sanctions

Nr. 156:  Russian Local Elections

Nr. 155:  Science in Russia

Nr. 154:  Elites and Oligarchs

Nr. 153:  North Caucasus

Nr. 152:  CSTO and SCO

Nr. 151:  Law Enforcement

Nr. 150:  Mega-Events

Nr. 149:  The Russian Economy

Nr. 148:  Foreign policy and Ideology

Nr. 147:  Legal Reform

Nr. 146:  Eurasian Union

Nr. 145:  Russia and the Asia-Pacific

Nr. 144:  Corruption in Russia

Nr. 143:  The Sochi Olympics

Nr. 142:  Russia and Regional Developments

In addition, eight issues of the CAD were published:

Nr. 67/68: The South Caucasus and the Ukraine Crisis

Nr. 66: Sites of Memory

Nr. 65: Nagorny Karabakh Conflict

Nr. 64: Interethnic Relations in Georgia

Nr. 63: Political Country Rankings

Nr. 61/62: Online Media in the South Caucasus

Nr. 60: Pension Reform

Nr. 59: Economy-Related Country Ratings

No. 165

analytical
digest

17 March 2015

Russia, CentRal asia and the euRasian eConomiC union

russian

www.css.ethz.ch/rad www.laender-analysen.de

German Association for
East European Studies

Research Centre 
for East European Studies 

University of Bremen

Institute of History
University of Zurich

Center for 
Security Studies 

ETH Zurich

Institute for European, 
Russian, and Eurasian Studies

The George Washington 
University

The Central Asia Program (CAP) at the Institute for European, Russian and Eurasian 
Studies (IERES) at the George Washington University 2

 ■ AnAlysis
Impact of the Economic Crisis in Russia on Central Asia 3
By Nate Schenkkan, New York, NY

 ■ AnAlysis
Kazakhstan’s Posture in the Eurasian Union: In Search of Serene Sovereignty 7
By Marlene Laruelle, Washington DC

 ■ AnAlysis
Kyrgyzstan’s Membership in the Eurasian Economic Union:  
A Marriage of Convenience? 10
By Sebastien Peyrouse, Washington DC

 ■ AnAlysis
Tajikistan’s Prospects of Joining the Eurasian Economic Union 13
By Saodat Olimova, Dushanbe

 ■ stAtistics
Oil Price, GDP, Exchange Rates, Trade 17

 ■ OpiniOn pOll
Eurasian Integration Barometer 2014 21

This edition of the Russian Analytical Digest is co-produced with the Central Asian Program, Insti-
tute for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, George Washington University.

www.css.ethz.ch/cad

CraCkdown on Civil SoCiety in azerbaijan

N
agorno-

Karabakh

Adjara

South
Ossetia

Abkhazia

analytical

No. 70 26 February 2015

 ■ The Best Defense is a Good Offense: The Role of Social Media in the Current Crackdown 
in Azerbaijan 2
By Katy E. Pearce, Seattle

 ■ No Holds Barred: Azerbaijan’s Unprecedented Crackdown on Human Rights 6
By Rebecca Vincent, London

 ■ Does Advocacy Matter in Dealing with Authoritarian Regimes? 9
By Arzu Geybullayeva, Prague

 ■ ChroniCle
From 27 January to 23 February 2015 14

 ■ ConferenCe / Call for PaPers
4th ASCN Annual Conference 
“Protest, Modernization, Democratization: Political and Social Dynamics  
in Post-Soviet Countries”  16

digest

caucasus

Research Centre 
for East European Studies 

University of  Bremen

Center 
for Security Studies 

ETH Zurich

 Caucasus Research
Resource Centers

resourcesecurityinstitute.org www.laender-analysen.de www.crrccenters.org

German Association for 
East European Studies

Institute for European, Russian, 
and Eurasian Studies

The George Washington 
University

The Caucasus Analytical Digest 
is supported by:
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3.6  ACADEMIC CONSULTANCY: SELECTED 
REPORTS

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) provides consultancy for na-
tional and international public-sector actors.

Christian Nünlist, David Svarin (Hrsg.) 
Overcoming the East-West Divide: Perspectives on the Role of 
the OSCE in the Ukraine Crisis 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

Based on a panel discussion held at the European Forum Alpbach on 
25 August 2014, this edited volume published in co-operation with 
foraus (Swiss Forum on Foreign policy) analyzes the role of the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in the 
2014 Ukraine Crisis. “Perspectives on the Role of the OSCE in the 
Ukraine Crisis” includes contributions by OSCE Secretary General 
Lamberto Zannier, Switzerland’s OSCE Ambassador Thomas Grem-
inger, Christian Nünlist, and Pál Dunay (OSCE Academcy, Bishkek).

Spiez Convergence: Report on the first Workshop 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

Spiez Convergence is a new series of conferences organized by the 
Spiez Laboratory with the support of the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), the Department of Defence, Civil Protec-
tion and Sport (DDPS), and the CSS at ETH Zurich. The series is 
aimed at providing information about advances in the life sciences 
that might impinge on the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) 
or the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).

The increasing convergence between the disciplines of biology and 
chemistry has already been identified as a problem by the signatories 
to both of these treaties. The term “convergence” refers to integra-
tive theoretical concepts, experimental techniques, and knowledge 
about biology and chemistry. The first Spiez Convergence conference 
brought together scientists, corporate representatives, and political 
decisionmakers.

All CSS publications are freely available 
as e-publications at www.css.ethz.ch/
publications/index_EN.

Overcoming the East-West Divide

With a Preface by OSCE Secretary General Lamberto Zannier 

Contributions by 
Thomas Greminger, Swiss Ambassador to the OSCE, Vienna 
Pál Dunay, OSCE Academy, Bishkek 
Christian Nünlist, Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich

Zurich, December 2014

Perspectives on the Role of the 
OSCE in the Ukraine Crisis

Edited by Christian Nünlist and David Svarin

Spiez CONVERGENCE
Report on the first workshop 
6 – 9 October 2014

www.css.ethz.ch/publications/index_EN
www.css.ethz.ch/publications/index_EN
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Livio Pigoni, Aglaya Snetkov, Lorenzo Vidino 
Foreign Fighters: An Overview of Responses in Eleven Countries 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

Over the past months the ever-growing number of foreign fighters 
participating in the Syrian civil war has not only attracted a big me-
dia interest but it has also become a large concern for policy mak-
ers worldwide. The presence of foreign fighters in Syria is considered 
particularly troublesome given the possibility that some of those who 
come back from the conflict might engage in acts of politically mo-
tivated violence in their countries of origin or in third countries. This 
study provides an overview of responses to the foreign fighter phe-
nomenon in eleven selected countries and it assesses strategies and 
legal mechanisms available for policymakers to address the potential 
threat posed by Syria returnees.

Michel Herzog, Tim Prior 
Krisenfrüherkennung im internationalen Vergleich 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

Effective early-warning processes are a key element of governmental 
crisis management capabilities. The study examines and compares dif-
ferent methodological approaches to early warning in regards to their 
chances and challenges. In particular, the study analyzes early-warn-
ing mechanisms in the Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom, 
and Singapore. The analysis shows that today there exists a consider-
able variety of approaches and concepts in early-warning theory and 
practice. For the future, it will be particularly important to integrate 
the existing early- warning programs into top-level governmental 
decision-making processes.

Jennifer Giroux, Michel Herzog, Tim Prior, Florian Roth 
Trendanalyse Bevölkerungsschutz 2025: Chancen und Herausfor-
derungen aus den Bereichen Umwelt, Technologie und Gesell-
schaft 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

The study analyzes middle- and long-term trends in the domains of 
environment, technology and society in respect to their challenges, 
chances and implications for civil protection and disaster man-
agement. The analysis examined twelve trends: Climate Change, 
Metropolization, Pandemics, Resource scarcity, Big Data, Unmanned 
systems, New media, Mobility, Change of norms and values, Ef-
ficiency pressure, Demographic change, and Privatization of critical 
infrastructures. The study aimed to provide a systematic analysis of 
relevant trends as well as to identify necessary steps to adapt and im-
prove disaster management practices beyond the year 2015. This way 
the report should support the adaptation of the Swiss civil protection 
system.

CSS STUDY

Foreign Fighters: An Overview of 
Responses in Eleven Countries

Zurich, March 2014

Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich

3RG SPEZIALSTUDIE

Krisenfrüherkennung im  
internationalen Vergleich

Zürich, September 2013

Risk and Resilience Research Group 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich

Im Auftrag der Krisenmanagementausbildung des Bundes (KMA)

ETH Zurich
CSS

3RG REPORT

Zürich 2014

Risk and Resilience Forschungsgruppe,  
Center for Security Studies, ETH Zürich

Im Auftrag des Bundesamts für Bevölkerungsschutz (BABS)

Trendanalyse 
Bevölkerungsschutz 2025 
Chancen und Herausforderun gen 
aus den Bereichen Umwelt, 
Technologie und Gesellschaft
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Michel Herzog, Florian Roth 
Dritter D-A-CH Workshop: Schutz Kritischer Infrastrukturen 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

From 4 – 6 December 2013, representatives of security and civil protec-
tion agencies from Germany, Austria and Switzerland came together 
for the third trilateral workshop on critical infrastructure protection 
(CIP). Together with the workshop series on risk analysis, the CIP 
workshops provide an established and valuable expert forum to ex-
change ideas on developments in the field of governmental risk analy-
sis, on collaborations with the private sector as well as on the increas-
ingly important topic of cyber-security. This year’s workshop was held 
at the Swiss Olympic House in Magglingen, organized by the Swiss 
Federal Office for Civil Protection (FOCP), and conducted together 
with the Austrian Ministry of Interior Affairs (BM.I), the German 
Federal Office for Information Security (BSI) , the German Federal 
Office of Civil Protection and Disaster Assistance (BBK) and the 
Center for Security Studies (CSS) at the ETH Zurich. The goal of the 
workshop was to foster the exchange of views on current approaches 
and challenges in the domain of critical infrastructure protection and 
benefit from the different experiences in the participating countries. 
This report summarizes the central topics and results of the workshop.

Michel Herzog, Florian Roth 
Swiss Crisis Mapping: Using geo-data and social media in crisis 
and disaster management in Switzerland 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

Accurate and timely maps are a vital resource in contemporary disaster 
and crisis management. Maps are essential for identifying vulnerabili-
ties, monitoring the effects of disasters and organizing countermea-
sures. Traditionally, the mapping of crises was the exclusive domain of 
experts, including cartographers and crisis management professionals. 
But with the growing availability of participatory information and 
communications technology, this monopoly is disappearing. Recent 
disasters have witnessed a new generation of online maps, created 
by civil society actors and relying on volunteers to collect, organize, 
verify, visualize, and share geo-referenced information. To address the 
emerging phenomenon of crisis mapping with a particular focus on 
the Swiss context, the Center for Security Studies (CSS) at the ETH 
Zürich, the Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS,) and 
the Institute of Geomatics Engineering at the University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland (FHNW) jointly orga-
nized an expert workshop. The event was conducted at the Center for 
Security Studies in Zürich on 5 September 2013. As the discussion 
showed, realizing the potential of crowdsourced crisis mapping for 
professional disaster and crisis management remains a challenge on 
many levels, including technical as well as social and political issues. In 
order to overcome these challenges, it will be particularly important to 
improve the coordination of the different social actors to develop joint 
strategies to integrate crisis mapping into prevention and response 
processes in crisis and disaster management. 

CSS TAGUNGSBERICHT

Organisiert durch: 
Bundesamt für Bevölkerungsschutz (BABS), Schweiz

Gemeinsam durchgeführt mit: 
Bundeskanzleramt, Österreich 
Bundesministerium für Inneres (BM.I) Österreich 
Bundesamt für Bevölkerungsschutz und Katastrophenhilfe (BBK) Deutschland 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich

Dritter D-A-CH Workshop 
Schutz Kritischer Infrastrukturen 
4. – 6. Dezember 2013, Magglingen

WORKSHOP REPORT

Zurich, September 5, 2013

Risk and Resilience Team  
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich

Commissioned by the Federal Office for Civil Protection (FOCP)

Swiss Crisis Mapping
Using geo-data and  
social media in crisis and 
disaster management  
in Switzerland
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Simon Mason, Valerie Sticher (eds.) 
Mediation and Conflict Transformation 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, 2014

What role can mediation play in conflict transformation processes? 
The fifth edition of MSN Discussion Points assesses this question on 
the basis of insights from the South African experience and inspired 
by discussions at the 9th MSN meeting in Durban, South Africa. In 
particular, it examines the relationship between the two approaches 
with a focus on questions of prioritization, inclusivity, leadership, and 
linkages between the international, regional, national and local level.

Mediation Perspectives 2013 – 2014 
International Relations and Security Network (ISN),  
ETH Zurich, 2014

This publication features 23 articles that the CSS Mediation Sup-
port Team contributed to the ISN Blog over the past two years. The 
articles analyze and provide useful knowledge on peace mediation, 
conflict transformation, and peace promotion around the world. They 
also discuss 1) the internal workings of mediation processes, and 2) 
the complex relationship between religion and mediation.

Discussion Points of the Mediation Support Network (MSN) No. 5
Durban 2014 
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3.7  ETH WORKSHOP ON SWISS SECURITY 
POLICY

The “ETH Workshops on Swiss Security Policy” aim to deliver im-
pulses for strategic thinking in Switzerland and to lay the foundation 
for revising and developing Swiss security policy. They are conducted 
in cooperation with the Security Policy sector at the General Secre-
tariat of the DDPS. Participants from the spheres of academia, the ad-
ministration, politics, and the armed forces participate in these events.

Military Doctrines after 2014 
ETH Zurich, 27 June 2014

The ETH Workshop on Military Doctrines after 2014 discussed 
different factors that currently influence debates about military doc-
trines: The end of the war in Afghanistan; the conflict between the 
West and Russia over Ukraine; as well as shrinking European defense 
budgets. The workshop also focused on what implications these recent 
developments have for the doctrine of the Swiss Armed Forces.

Panel I: The Truth Is on the Ground: Lessons Learned  
in Afghanistan and Mali
A first panel was dedicated to European armies’ recent experiences. 
Prof. Beatrice Heuser (University of Reading) and Lieutenant Gen-
eral Olivier Tramond (French Defense Ministry) discussed relevant 
“lessons” drawn from recent military operations in Afghanistan and 
Mali.

Panel II: How to Be the Least Wrong? Planning for the Next War 
under Conditions of Austerity and New (Old) Threat Perceptions
The second panel discussed how future military operations may be 
planned and carried into execution in the wake of the European fi-
nancial crisis and a changing security environment. Major General 
(ret.) Kees Homan and the CSS’ Michael Haas presented national 
debates in the Netherlands as well as a case study of Singapore – a 
small country, not directly exposed to a military threat, not part of a 
military alliance, but still preparing itself for a comprehensive defense 
with cutting-edge technology.

Panel III: Which Way to Go? Impact on Swiss Doctrine and 
Training

A third panel offered insights on the implications of recent trends in 
military operations for Switzerland and its military doctrine. Briga-
dier General Daniel Lätsch and Colonel (GS) Laurent Currit dis-
cussed whether Switzerland and its core defense planning are still in 
tune with modern warfare and the hard-won lessons of over a decade 
of European expeditionary operations.
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Weltpolitische Lage (The State of Global Politics) 2014 
ETH Zurich, 28 March 2014

Against the background of current developments in global politics, 
this ETH workshop debated core issues in Swiss foreign and security 
policy. The topics of the workshop was “Switzerland and her neigh-
bors”. Based on the “Strategic Trends 2014” publication, the CSS ini-
tially presented a brief assessment of the geopolitical constellation. 
The subsequent panels dealt with two topic areas of particular rel-
evance to Swiss foreign and security policy. 

Panel I: What next for Switzerland and the EU?
The EU is still suffering from the effects of the economic and financial 
crisis that began in 2008. Nevertheless, in the seven years since the 
Lisbon Treaty, it has gained decisionmaking authority on foreign-pol-
icy matters. The EU is part of the negotiations with Iran and the US; 
European police officers serve in Kosovo, while European soldiers are 
stationed in the Balkans as well as, increasingly, Africa. Nevertheless, 
however, it is still the nation-states that continue to call the shots; and 
in view of the UK’s flirtation with leaving the EU, the next steps of 
the European project are less than clear. Therefore, the first panel dealt 
with questions such as: Where is the EU’s development headed? Will 
it manage to establish itself as a foreign-policy actor on the global 
stage? What would that mean for Switzerland? The panelists were 
Almut Möller, Marco Overhaus, Lisa Watanabe, and Bruno Rösli.

Panel II: Switzerland and Russia – Mediation between East and 
West?

The turn of the new year 2013/2014 was marked by the Ukraine con-
flict. The Ukrainian people’s internal struggle over the future course 
of the country – Moscow-friendly or Brussels-friendly – reveals a 
new tension between East and West that will necessarily also affect 
Switzerland’s relationship with Russia. In which direction is Russian 
foreign and security policy moving? Will Berne continue to exert a 
moderating influence in the future? What role could the Swiss OSCE 
Chairmanship-in-Office play in 2014? The discussion featured Falk 
Bomsdorf, Gerhard Mangott, Andreas Gross and Jonas Grätz.

This half-day event is organized annually as a platform for an ex-
change of views between representatives of politics, the public admin-
istration, the corporate sector, organizations, academia, and the media.
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3.8  FURTHER SELECTED WORKSHOPS

The CSS organizes a number of workshops each year to promote co-
operation and the exchange of ideas between academics and security 
policy-makers engaged in practical work. 

The “CSS Evening Talks” are a series of occasional events for the dis-
cussion of current foreign and security policy events. They are aimed at 
an audience of experts, journalists, and CSS staff members.

CSS Evening Talk: The Future of Missile Defense 
ETH Zurich, 4 December 2014

On 4 December Roberto Zadra, Head of the Ballistic Missile De-
fence Section in NATO’s Defence Investment Division, and Bruno 
Rösli, Deputy Head of Security Policy in the Secretariat-General of 
the DDPS, discussed the future of missile defense systems within the 
European security framework.

The following questions were at the heart of the debate: what are the 
capabilities of today’s missile defense systems? How do ballistic mis-
siles affect the current threat level in Europe? And what are the impli-
cations for Switzerland?

Participants agreed on the fact that missile proliferation still is a dan-
ger to be taken serious. Thus, in terms of damage control, missile de-
fense plays an important role, also for Switzerland. As a neutral coun-
try, Switzerland cannot directly be a part of NATO missile defense 
agreements, limited cooperation in the field of early warning and civil 
protection, however, is advisable.

Religion and Mediation Course  
Chateau de Bossey (Switzerland), 9 – 14 November 2014

The Culture and Religion in Mediation (CARIM) program’s first 
“Religion and Mediation Course” (RMC) took place in co-operation 
with the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, the Network of Religious and 
Traditional Peacemakers and the German Center for International 
Peace Operations at Château de Bossey, near Geneva. The course as-
sembled 25 mediators, peace practitioners and policy makers from 
South East Asia, the Middle East, Africa, North America and Eu-
rope to deepen their understanding of religion’s role in and influence 
on violent political conflict. The course applied a broad understanding 
of mediation which encompasses a variety of approaches where third 
parties create a supportive space for actors to come together to address 
their differences. 
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CSS Evening Talk: The Future of the Chemical Weapons Control 
Regime, Chemical Weapons Disarmament in Syria, and the Con-
tribution of Switzerland 
ETH Zurich, 23 October 2014

On 23 October the CSS organized an Evening Talk on “The Future 
of the Chemical Weapons Control Regime, Chemical Weapons Dis-
armament in Syria, and the Contribution of Switzerland”. Both am-
bassador Benno Laggner, head of the Security Policy Section in the 
FDFA in Bern, and Stefan Mogl, head of the Chemistry Section at 
the Spiez Laboratory, commented on the use of chemical weapons in 
the Syrian Civil War, as well as on follow-up weapons disarmament 
efforts to which Switzerland has contributed. Furthermore, they dis-
cussed the challenges that could arise for future chemical and biologi-
cal weapons disarmament regimes.

Training on Concensus Building in Zimbabwe 
Simbabwe, 29 September – 3 October 2014

CSS supported the Zimbabwe Peace and Security Program (ZPSP) 
with two workshops in 2014 by providing input on tools and ap-
proaches for concensus building. The goal of ZPSP is to contribute 
through the provision of impartial and professional technical assis-
tance to the effective and sustainable modernisation and transfor-
mation of the security sector in Zimbabwe. CSS’ contribution to the 
workshops occurred in the framework of the Mediation Support Proj-
ect, a joint project of the CSS ETH Zurich and Swisspeace, funded 
by the Swiss FDFA.

Conflict Transformation Training 
N’Djaména (Chad), 17 – 25 September 2014

The CARIM program, together with the Cordoba Foundation Gene-
va, provided six days of training on conflict transformation to a mixed 
group of Christians and Muslims in N’Djaména, Chad. The training 
was part of a Swiss FDFA-supported project by the local Centre Al-
Mouna to establish an early warning network in the city to prevent 
the escalation of inter-community tensions. 
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Conflict Transformation Summer School 
Ismailia (Egypt), 1 – 10 August 2014

Together with The Arab Center for Conflict Transformation and De-
mocratization and the Egyptian NGO Step to the Future, the CSS 
organized an eight-day summer school on conflict transformation. 
19 young people (ages 20-35) from different parts of Egypt received 
training in conflict analysis, dialogue, negotiation, mediation, com-
munity development and early warning. The course was supported by 
CARIM and the Swiss FDFA.

Peace Mediation Course 2014 
Oberhofen (Switzerland), 11 – 23 May 2014

The seventh Peace and Mediation Course (PMC) covered the basic 
elements of mediation technique, specific aspects of peace processes, 
and process design. In 2014, the PMC was attended by 26 partici-
pants, including representatives of the UN and various foreign min-
istries as well as a number of governmental and non-governmental 
organizations.

The PMC aims to give participants a deeper understanding of me-
diation in peace processes and to promote the ability, knowledge, and 
attitudes needed to foster mediation processes effectively. The PMC 
also offers uniquely practical insights delivered by experienced speak-
ers giving first-hand accounts. Since its beginnings in 2008, the PMC 
has been regarded as one of the most important mediation courses 
with regard to peace processes. It is organized by the Mediation Sup-
port Project, a joint initiative of the CSS and swisspeace with financial 
support from the Swiss Foreign Ministry (FDFA).
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Mediation Support Network Meeting 
Durban (South Africa), 26 – 28 March 2014 
Chiapas (Mexico), 22 – 26 November 2014

The Mediation Support Network (MSN) met twice in 2014: In 
March, it discussed the topic of “Mediation and Conflict Transforma-
tion”. The debate was not restricted to purely conceptual issues – the 
negotiations on ending Apartheid in South Africa were examined as 
a case in point.

In November, the representatives of member organizations met once 
more with the aim of exchanging experiences in dealing with inclusive 
peace processes. The participants discussed various points of view re-
garding the issue of “inclusivity” before tackling the problem in more 
concrete form using the case of the Chiapas, Mexico peace process. It 
was also an opportunity for exchange between international partici-
pants, local mediators, and parties to the conflict.

The MSN is coordinated by the Mediation Support Group, a joint 
initiative of the CSS and swisspeace with financial support from the 
Swiss Foreign Ministry (FDFA).

Cordoba Now Training 
Marrakesh (Morocco), 5 – 6 March 2014

In the framework of its CARIM program – a joint initiative of CSS 
and the Swiss FDFA – the CSS designed and delivered a two-day 
training entitled “Process Design: Facilitation models and agenda-
building” for members of the Cordoba Now Forum. The Forum is 
a community of researchers, activists and practitioners from across 
North Africa and the Middle East that have specific expertise on 
conflicts with a religious dimension and an interest in mediation and 
dialogue work to transform such conflicts.

CSS Evening Talk: Emerging India – A New Actor on  
the Global Stage? 
ETH Zurich, 4 February 2014

On 4 February 2014, the CSS Think Tank organized an evening 
talk on “Emerging India – A New Actor on the Global Stage?”. The 
speakers, Christian Wagner, head of the Asia research group at the 
German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP), and 
Prem Mahadevan, researcher at the CSS Think Tank team on Global 
Security, agreed that for a number of reasons, India will probably not 
gain much importance in international politics. Despite carrying a 
significant burden in UN peace support operations, Delhi is not suf-
ficiently prepared to take on greater international responsibility, one 
reason being the very small size of its diplomatic corps.
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3.9  TRANSATLANTIC POST-DOC 
FELLOWSHIP FOR INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND SECURITY (TAPIR)

The “Transatlantic Post-Doc Fellowship for International Relations 
and Security (TAPIR)” is open to candidates who have recently re-
ceived their doctorate in social and political sciences or economics 
and whose research focuses on topics of International Relations and 
security. Fellowships are granted for a duration of 24 months to pre-
pare fellows for a career in policy-oriented and international research 
at renowned think tanks and political consulting research institutes.

The TAPIR program currently encompasses five fellowships.

Participating institutes:

•	 Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich

•	 Chatham House, London

•	 European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS), Paris

•	 Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA), Helsinki

•	 German Marshall Fund (GMF), Washington, D.C.

•	 Institut français des relations internationales (IFRI), Paris

•	 Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies (IFS), Oslo

•	 Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM), Warsaw

•	 RAND Corporation (RAND), Washington, D.C.

•	 SAIS Center for Transatlantic Relations (SAIS), Washington, 
D.C.

•	 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Stock-
holm / Washington, D.C.

•	 Stimson Center (Stimson), Washington, D.C.

•	 Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), Berlin/Brussels

•	 United States Institute of Peace (USIP), Washington, D.C.

www.swp-berlin.org/de/projekte/tapir

www.swp-berlin.org/de/projekte/tapir
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4	 INTERNATIONAL	RELATIONS	AND	
SECURITY	NETWORK	(ISN)

For 21 years the International Relations and Security Network (ISN) 
has functioned as a leading open access information service for those 
who focus on international relations (IR) and security studies. In 
2014, the ISN continued to fulfill its charter by accomplishing the 
following tasks.:

•	 Providing a diverse and structured selection of daily multimedia 
content, backgrounders, analyses and opinions on the major IR 
and security-centered issues of our day.

•	 Expanding, updating and diversifying its open source Multimedia 
Library, which now includes over 75,000 items. 

•	 Managing and serving its comprehensive global partner network 
of leading think tanks, universities, research institutes, NGOs and 
international organizations.

•	 Facilitating and enabling mutual cooperation between IR and 
security-centered communities, both among themselves and with 
the ISN.

•	 Providing conceptual expertise and the tools needed to perform 
digitally-based education and training.

It should be noted that the above services proved their worth, yet 
again, in 2014. The ISN website, for example, tallied 8,871,547 page 
views during the year, which represented an increase of 486,891 views 
over the previous record established in 2013 (see graph). Additionally, 
the website attracted over 1.2 million visitors and the ISN’s social me-
dia program experienced large-scale growth, as will be described later. 
These successes and many others were attributable to 1) continued 
and effective planning, 2) the relentless expansion and improvement 
of the ISN’s products, services and features, and 3) the year-long labor 
of the ISN staff, whose dedicated service in times of fiscal austerity 
was exemplary.

www.isn.ethz.ch

Number of ISN website page views  
(in 1000s), 2011 – 2014: 

www.isn.ethz.ch
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Editorial Content (Dossiers / Security Watch / The ISN Blog)

In 2014, the ISN continued to provide daily (Monday-Friday) analy-
ses, opinion pieces, background articles and multimedia content on IR 
and security-related subjects. In addition to the content provided by 
its large global partner network, the ISN published a record number 
(169) of original pieces from a diverse cadre of contributors, including 
members of the ISN’s parent organization, the Center for Security 
Studies (CSS).

Second, in the summer of 2014 the ISN launched a two-part ver-
sion of its historically popular Security Watch series. (The first part 
concentrates on ‘hard power’ subjects while the second one explores 
broader international relations and human security issues.) As a result 
of this adjustment, the ISN published 393 Security Watch articles 
over the course of the year.

Third, the ISN also posted 259 blog articles is 2014. Because they 
were provided by different partners, respected academics and ‘real 
world’ practitioners, the ISN’s readers benefited from a broad range of 
local and global perspectives on IR and security topics.

Fourth, the ISN’s Editorial Content Team episodically produced the-
matically structured Dossiers on the dominant issues that preoccupy 
international relations and security professionals. More specifically, 
the team created 34 Dossiers, which included 166 PDF publications, 
articles, podcasts, videos and questions and answers features. 

Finally, and in addition to the above efforts, the ISN featured 255 
partner publications and 154 videos on its homepage throughout the 
year. 

Multimedia Library 

The ISN Multimedia Library is an extensive open source collection 
of books, working papers, policy briefs, government reports, journals, 
articles, blog posts, and audio-video content. In 2014, the ISN added 
5,833 new PDF publications to its holdings and significantly expand-
ed its media-based resources. 

By the end of 2014, the Multimedia Library’s content thus included:

•	 67,892 books, working papers, government reports and journal 
articles from the ISN’s partners and other think tanks and research 
institutes;

•	 Over 2,700 video and 1,420 audio recordings; 

•	 And a comprehensive directory of 3,309 think tanks, research 
institutes, NGOs and other organizations that are active in IR and 
security studies.

Note: Researchers have multiple ways they can access the above hold-
ings on the ISN website. Since last spring, they can also build and 
manage their own collections of library materials by using the ISN 
Personal Dossiers tool.
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Partners and Communities 

At the end of 2014 the ISN partner network included 249 members 
that are located in over 50 countries throughout the world. This total 
reflects a net gain of five partners over the year, which is in keeping 
with ISN’s desire to maintain its network of associates at a manage-
able level. 

As part of its outreach activities, the ISN collaborated throughout the 
year with its partners, like-minded organizations, popular web plat-
forms and other online venues to exchange information, share knowl-
edge and strengthen ties. Some of the major achievements in these 
areas included the following. 

•	 Supporting the Model OSCE project, which was an official part 
of the 2014 Swiss OSCE chairmanship. (As a project partner, the 
ISN built and maintained its website and social media channels, 
conceptualized and conducted workshops and discussion panels, 
and provided educational resources for scores of Model OSCE 
participants.) 

•	 Providing promotional support for Security Jam 2014, a global 
online brainstorming session that brought together thousands of 
experts to conceptualize solutions for some of today’s most press-
ing security problems. 

•	 Organizing an ETH-based panel discussion on “Big Data, ICTs 
and New Media in Times of Crises.” 

•	 Significantly expanding ISN’s outreach activities via its social 
media channels. (For example, the ISN was rated the most-
followed social media outlet in surveys of Swiss academic outlets; 
the number of its ‘Facebook Fans’ rose from about 11,000 to more 
than 54,800 by year’s end; and the number of its Twitter followers 
rose from approximately 4,000 to more than 6,000.) 

•	 The monthly ISN ‘Partner Pulse’ newsletter reached a record 6,004 
subscribers by the end of 2014.

Number of ISN Facebook Fans, 2012 – 2014 

Number of ISN Twitter Followers, 
2012 – 2014 
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E-Education and Learning

In 2014, the ISN’s E-Education and Learning Team continued to 
provide technology-based forms of education and training for defense 
and security communities. Their primary activities included the fol-
lowing and were made possible by the generous support of the ISN’s 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Team, tempo-
rary members of staff and others.

•	 Conducting research mandated by the Swiss government on next-
step e-learning technologies.

•	 Evaluating and developing e-learning and mobile learning applica-
tions for the Partnership for Peace Consortium (PfPC) and other 
international and national-level stakeholders.

•	 Maintaining an online learning platform with over 100 freely 
available defense and security-related courses generated by NATO, 
PfPC and other organizations.

•	 Developing, upgrading and supporting open-source platforms and 
software. 

•	 Training and coaching e-learning/ADL production specialists. 

Note: Due to the Swiss government’s adjusted level of engagement 
with NATO’s Partnership for Peace (PfP) program, the ISN’s E-Ed-
ucation services were discontinued in December 2014. Among other 
things, this involved transferring control of the above online learning 
platform to NATO’s Allied Command Transformation (ACT). 
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5	 THE	CENTER	FOR	SECURITY	STUDIES	
(CSS)	

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) at ETH Zurich is engaged in 
the study of Swiss and international security studies. Its activities are 
structured into the four pillars of research, teaching, think tank, and 
the International Relations and Security Network (ISN).

The CSS conducts independent research in the field of security and 
strategic studies. Based on that research, it elaborates analyses and 
recommendations for political decision-makers, public administra-
tions, policymaking research institutes, and the general public. Its lec-
tures are a core part of the study programs taught at the Department 
of Humanities, Social and Political Sciences (D-GESS) at ETH Zu-
rich and the Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS) 
at ETH Zurich and the University of Zurich.

The CSS was founded in 1986 by Prof. Kurt R. Spillmann and has 
developed into a national center of competence for security policy 
with an international impact.

Staff

Prof. Andreas Wenger has been the Director of the Center for Secu-
rity Studies (CSS) since 2002. He is professor of International and 
Swiss Security Policy. Prof. Wenger is the delegate for the Master of 
Advanced Studies in Security Policy and Crisis Management (MAS 
ETH SPCM) and the BA ETH in Public Policy. Overall, the Center 
employs around 70 staff members.

Strategic Partnership

Since 2004, the CSS has been jointly supported by ETH Zurich 
and the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport 
(DDPS). An advisory board staffed by representatives of both institu-
tions supports the management of the CSS in the strategic direction 
of the Center’s activities.

The CSS is anchored within the Department of Humanities, Social 
and Political Sciences (D-GESS) at ETH Zurich. Together with the 
chairs in Political Science at ETH Zurich and the University of Zu-
rich, it has since 1997 constituted the Center for Comparative and 
International Studies (CIS).

www.css.ethz.ch

www.cis.ethz.ch

www.gess.ethz.ch

www.css.ethz.ch
www.cis.ethz.ch
www.gess.ethz.ch
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Partner Network

The CSS has an extensive network of 255 national and international 
partners from academia, policy, the media, and the private sector.

Internships

Every year, the Center for Security Studies (CSS) and the Interna-
tional Relations and Security Network (ISN) offer a comprehensive 
internship program for students enrolled in MA and BA programs.

The following internship options were available in 2014:

•	 A six-week internship at the Center for Security Studies (CSS)

•	 A six-week internship at the International Relations and Security 
Network (ISN)

In 2014, a total of nine students completed one of the internship pro-
grams described above.

www.css.ethz.ch/about/internships

www.css.ethz.ch/about/internships
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Center for Security Studies (CSS)
ETH Zurich
Haldeneggsteig 4, IFW
8092 Zurich, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 44 632 40 25
Fax: +41 44 632 19 41
css@sipo.gess.ethz.ch

International Relations and Security Network (ISN)
ETH Zurich
Leonhardshalde 21, LEH
8092 Zurich, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 44 632 07 57
Fax: +41 44 632 14 13
isn@sipo.gess.ethz.ch
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