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Newsletter No. 12, October 7, 2009 

Panel discussion “From outreach to partnership: defining the role of uni-
versities in achieving sustainability”, ETH Zurich, October 15, 2009 
How can academic institutions be more effective in helping societies move towards 
sustainability? This is the main question for a public panel discussion among leaders 
from academia, public administration, and business which forms part of a workshop 
organized by the Alliance for Global Sustainability at ETH, ETH Sustainability, and 
CCES at ETH Zurich, main building, Semper Aula HG G60, on October 15, 2009 start-
ing at 5.00 p.m. Flyer available at www.ags.ethz.ch/AGS_outreach_panel.pdf. 

Research highlight: CLIMPOL – Avoiding deforestation to mitigate climate 
change 
Annual CO2 emissions from deforestation in tropical and sub-tropical countries ac-
count for approximately 20% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Reducing Emis-
sions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) has thus been identified by the 
international community as an important component of post-2012 climate mitigation 
policy. However, many open questions remain on how reducing deforestation could 
be credibly incorporated into a climate regime. As part of the CLIMPOL project 
(www.cces.ethz.ch/projects/clench/CLIMPOL), the volume “Avoided Deforestation: 
Prospects for Mitigating Climate Change”, edited by C. Palmer and S. Engel, 
(www.routledgeeconomics.com/books/Avoided-Deforestation-isbn9780415447126) 
investigates what might be gained from including REDD in a post-Kyoto agreement, 
reviews the main challenges to such inclusion, and discusses how these challenges 
could be tackled. While there is a strong case for including REDD in a global mitiga-
tion strategy and progress has been made in addressing previous concerns, current 
pilot activities have a crucial role in demonstrating feasibility on the ground. 

 
What contribution could tropical forests make to climate change mitigation? 
© D. Rustagi, ETH Zurich 
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Workshop and conference “Risk, Rare Events and Extremes”, EPF Lau-
sanne, November 9 to 13, 2009 
A workshop on spatio-temporal extremes and applications, from November 9 to 11, 
2009, and a conference from November 12 to 13, 2009, are co-organized by A.C. 
Davison, Principal Investigator of the CCES EXTREMES project. The focus of the 
workshop is on modeling of dynamic aspects of extremes, e.g. in climatology, rainfall 
analysis, and flood studies. Register for the workshop at 
http://cib.epfl.ch/hegcib/PublicRegistrationFormDavison.php?id=741&type=1 before 
November 1, 2009. The conference will bring together the statistical and various user 
communities, to present the new state of the art in both theory and applications of 
extremal modeling including applications to environmental science and other areas. 
Further information: http://extremes.epfl.ch/. 

Research highlight: Swiss Experiment – an interdisciplinary field site of 
unprecedented proportions set up in Davos 
The infrastructure on Wannengrat, Davos, is to be stepped up this fall/winter in or-
der to provide for a growing number of projects benefiting from the multidisciplinary 
Swiss Experiment field site. EPFLs mobile precipitation radar is to be installed on 
Jakobshorn which will cover the Wannengrat, Weissfluhjoch and Dorfberg areas, 
verified by two disdrometers. This will provide precipitation distribution as well as 
research into what can further be ascertained from a high frequency weather radar. 
25 SensorScope stations (currently proving their flexibility and reliability in diverse 
CCES projects) will measure the localized meteo variability, complimenting SLFs ex-
isting 7 highly accurate permanent meteo stations; SLF will also continue regular 
laser scanning and add a runoff station. All of this data will be made available online 
in near real-time. In addition to SLF’s snow distribution projects and energy balance 
modeling (www.slf.ch/forschung_entwicklung/projekte/Alpine/index_EN?-C= ), this 
infrastructure will also support TRAMM avalanche triggering projects, a soil transport 
project and possibly a biodiversity project on Wannengrat as well as the TRAMM wet 
snow avalanche project and Hydrosys project on Dorfberg. 

&

 
The infrastructure on Wannengrat, Davos to be stepped up this winter in order to 
provide for a growing number of CCES projects. © N. Dawes, WSL 
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erforschBAR second event: “Klimawandel und Wintersport – Wie lange 
halten die Seilbahnmasten noch?” ETH Zurich, November 5, 2009 
The second event of the new series of after-work podium discussions will discuss the 
technical challenges of diminishing permafrost and other impacts of climate change 
on mountain regions. The discussion by Christian Bommer, author of the recently 
published book “Bauen im Permafrost. Ein Leitfaden” and Peter Dübendorfer, opera-
tions manager of the Bergbahnen Engadin will be moderated by the journalist and 
environmental scientist Mathias Ninck. The event will take place at ETH Zurich at 
‘bQm Kultur Café & Bar’ (below ETH Polyterasse) on Thursday, November 5, 2009, 6 
to 7 p.m. 

“Klimawandel – wohin steuert die Schweiz?” ETH Zurich, November 12, 
2009 
Most recent results of climate research and background information will be presented 
in the first part of this public event (starting at 2 p.m.). The second part (starting at 
6.30 p.m.) will be opened by a key note speech by Federal Councillor Moritz Leuen-
berger followed by a panel discussion with prominent participants from politics, eco-
nomics, and NGOs. The detailed final program, a program flyer, and updated back-
ground information are available at www.cces.ethz.ch/klimagespraech/. 

For more information on the CCES visit our website www.cces.ethz.ch/ or contact the CCES office. 

Details on events are available on the News & Events site www.cces.ethz.ch/news/. 

All events are open to the public unless otherwise stated. 

Earlier editions of the Newsletter are available at http://www.cces.ethz.ch/downloads/newsletter. 

If you would like to unsubscribe from the CCES Newsletter, please send an e-mail to info@cces.ethz.ch 
from the e-mail address you wish to unsubscribe and note "unsubscribe newsletter" in the subject. 

Imprint: N. Gotsch, CCES, 2009. 
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