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Scientific Events

On February 27, 2014, CCES was again evaluated by the CCES Advisory Board composed of nine 
renowned international scientists with recognized expertise in one or more of the CCES’ focal 
topics. The main goal of the review was to obtain suggestions on how the individual projects 
as well as CCES as a whole should further shape their profile in order to ensure a smooth tran-
sition into the post-CCES era. The very positive feedback and the valuable recommendations by 
the Advisory Board form the basis for the successful completion of the second phase of CCES 
ending in December 2016, for the development of new research initiatives, as well as for the 
longer-term integration of important education and stakeholder dialogue activities emerging 
from CCES into the structures of the CCES partner institutions.

The CCES Conference ‘Research, Education, and 
Dialogue for Environment and Sustainability – 
Achievements and Challenges’ took place at ETH 
Zurich on February 26, 2014. It provided the 
platform for the presentation and discussion of 
CCES research highlights and dialogue activi-
ties of the past three years. Close to 200 partici-
pants got an impressive overview on the status 
of current CCES activities and benefitted from 

stimulating plenary discussions and individual 
exchange. The video streams and the slides of 
the presentations as well as the posters on dia-
log activities presented during the conference 
can be downloaded from the conference website  
www.cces.ethz.ch/conference2014. 
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The field of eInfrastructures is a rapidly emerging 
subject for enabling increased national and inter-
national collaboration and safeguarding valuable 
data for future reuse. The field of environmental 
sciences has a particular requirement for interop-
erable eInfrastructures which enable collaboration 
across an extremely wide-reaching domain. To 
achieve the final aim of enabling multi/interdisci-
plinary science, these infrastructures must be able 

to combine data from widely heterogeneous sourc-
es. EeI2014 will bring together renowned investors 
in eInfrastructures from across the world, in an 
effort to enable further collaboration and discus-
sion of the use of infrastructures in the environ-
mental domain. 

Environmental eInfrastructures (EeI) Conference/Workshop, June 29 to July 3, 2014

For more information, see http://eei2014.org

CCES Conference 2014 ’Research, Education, and Dialogue for Environment and Sustainability – 
Achievements and Challenges’ 
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Outreach

CCES Report 2011 to 2013 published

On more than sixty pages, the ’CCES Report 
2011 to 2013’ provides a detailed account on the 
achievements of CCES of the last three years. 
The first part encompasses a short introduction 
and an overview of CCES including its activities 
in education and outreach; a description of all 
projects and a summary of their major findings 
are given in the second part. 
Free printed copies can be ordered by phone (+41 
44 632 85 37) or via e-mail (info@cces.ethz.ch). 
The electronic version of the report as well as of 
the appendix with detailed achievements can be 
downloaded from the CCES website at: 
www.cces.ethz.ch/downloads. 

CCES Winter School 2014 ‘Science Meets Practice’ – Fourth successful edition

CCES received more high quality applications 
for the fourth run of the CCES Winter School 
«Science Meets Practice» than available spots. 
Based on the experiences of the previous Winter 
Schools, new formats and contents have been 
developed for this successful transferrable skills 
course. The revised program offered a unique mix 
of knowledge sharing and peer exchange, concep-
tual inputs directly applicable to own research 
projects, communication and knowledge man-
agement training, organization of and exposure 
to real stakeholder interactions, and room for cre-
ativity and reflection about the interplay between 
science and society and about the various roles 
that scientists can play in the science-practice 
interface. 
The days are intense but the venue – Propstei 
Wislikofen – is an optimal place for deep and 

Education

Information on the CCES Winter School is available at www.cces.ethz.ch/winterschool. 
The call for applications for 2015 opens in June 2014.

Making own experiences explicit. Ten steps analysis on 
science -practice interfaces during the CCES Winter School 
2014. Photo: C. Zingerli, CCES.
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critical thinking aloof the hectic daily work. 
Three participants’ testimonials of the 2014 edi-
tion give a glimpse on their impressions: «After 
the CCES Winter School I know even better we 
shouldn’t underestimate the knowledge from 
general public when tackling problems of societal 
relevance.» «The team spirit was clearly exception-
al both in the teams and the whole school.» «To 
brief my personal impression, I have to say that I 
have already recommended the Winter School to 
my colleagues for the next CCES Winter School 
intake in 2015.» 
Will you be a participant in the next batch? CCES 
looks forward to meeting you!Finding the right position. Stakeholder constellation exercise 

during the CCES Winter School 2014. Photo: C. Zingerli, 
CCES.

GEOTHERM

Research

Enhanced/Engineered Geothermal Systems (EGS), 
also known as petrothermal systems, offer the 
prospect of enabling the vast energy resource that 
resides in hot, low-porosity crystalline rocks at 
practically drillable depths to be exploited. EGS 
differ from conventional hydrothermal systems 
in that the underground heat-exchanger through 
which fluid flows between wells is ’engineered’ 
within the rock mass, rather than exploiting nat-

urally-occurring permeable structures. Potential 
rock masses for hosting EGS in Switzerland are 
the extensive, hot, low-permeability, crystalline 
or sedimentary rocks that underlie the Jura 
Mountains and the ’Mittelland’, where tempera-
tures can reach 200 °C at five kilometers depth. 
The principal attraction of such systems is that 
they could be built in large numbers. This, togeth-

er with their very low CO2 emissions, has gener-
ated considerable interest in bringing the tech-
nology to maturity. It is towards this end that the 
GEOTHERM project was conceived in June 2008 as 
a comprehensive package of basic research on key 
aspects of EGS.
The project formally commenced in June 2008 
with support from CCES, the Swiss Federal Office 
of Energy (SFOE), and Geopower Basel, the indus-

try consortium which developed the Basel 
EGS project. The participants included 
groups from ETH Zurich, EPF Lausanne, 
PSI, and the University of Bonn, as well 
as the industrial partners AF–Consult 
Switzerland AG and Geo Explorers Ltd. 
The first phase of the project ran for four 
years and was concluded in May 2012. 
The second phase, GEOTHERM–2, began 
in May 2013 and will run for three years. 
A report summarizing the results of the 
work conducted under «GEOTHERM–1» 
was recently produced for the SFOE and 
can be downloaded from the link below. 

Since the project was originally conceived as a sci-
entific accompaniment to the Basel EGS project, a 
significant part of the reported work is concerned 
with the analysis of Basel-derived data. However, 
the scope of the work is much broader as can be 
seen from the figure.

Contact: Keith F. Evans, keith.evans@erdw.ethz.ch, 
phone +41 44 633 25 21

Contact: Claudia Zingerli, claudia.zingerli@usys.ethz.ch, or 
Michael Stauffacher, michael.stauffacher@env.ethz.ch, phone: +41 44 632 49 07.

Link to the report: http://www.cces.ethz.ch/projects/nature/geotherm/GEOTHERM_Final_Report.pdf
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